
1919 2001

8/19/1919
Afghanistan lead by King

Amanullah Shah defeats the
British in the 3rd Afghan-Anglo War;

Afghanistan declares its
independence.

2/1919
King Habibullah is
assassinated; his
son, Amanullah,
becomes king.

1929

Amanullah Shah
Period

Nadir Shah
Period

Zahir Shah Period
Daoud
Period

1933 1973 1978

Khalq
Period

Parcham
Period

Mujahidin
Period

Taliban
Period

1/1929
Rebel Habibullah
Kalakani, deposes
King Amanullah
Shah, and rules
Afghanistan for 9

months.

10/1929
Self-exiled general

Nadir Khan
removes rebel

ruler; Nadir Khan
becomes king.

11/1933
Nadir Shah is

assassinated; Nadir
Shah's son, Zahir,

becomes king.

1979 1992 1996

7/1973
M. Daoud, King

Zahir Shah's cousin,
stages a bloodless
coup and declares

Afghanistan a
Republic; King Zahir

Shah remains in
exile in Rome.

4/1978
Pro-communist Khalq
and Parcham parties

backed by USSR
stage a bloody coup

and depose M.
Daoud; N. Taraki

becomes President.

9/1979, H. Amin kills
N. Taraki and takes

over.

12/1979
USSR invades

Afghanistan, kills H.
Amin and installs

Parcham leader B.
Karmal.

US sends billions of
dollars in military aid
to stop communist
expansionism  by

supporting the
mujahidin (anti-
Soviet 'freedom

fighters').

11/1992
President Najibullah resigns under

U.N. accord; a broad based government
is formed and headed by anti-Soviet

factions; however, infighting erupts with
rival factions; Pakistan, Iran and Arab

states fuel the bloody civil war by
supporting various factions.

11/1996
Taliban, backed
by Pakistan, take

over Kabul.

H I S T O R Y  O F  A F G H A N I S T A N

T I M E L I N E
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p u b l i s h e d  b y  a f g h a n m a g a z i n e . c o m

 Civil War
(1989 - Present)

Afghan - Soviet  War
(1979 - 1989)

 Amanullah Nadir Shah Zahir Shah M. Daoud

1964
Constitutional
Monarchy is
established
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5/1989
Last Soviet

solider leaves
Afghanistan.

1994
Taliban are created with the aid of
Pakistan and take over Kandahar;

the Taliban's main goals are to
pacify Afghanistan and to open the

Central Asian oil supplies and
markets for Pakistan. Terrorist

camps also flourish.

Taraki Amin Karmal Najibullah
(1919 - 1929) (1929 - 1933) (1933 - 1973) (1973 - 1978) (1978 - 1979) (1979 - 1979) (1979 - 1986) (1986 - 1992)

1924
First

constitution is
established


